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May 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

Statement on Senate Confirmation of John Deutch as
Director of Central Intelligence
May 9, 1995

I am very pleased with the Senate’s over-
whelming 98–0 vote to confirm John Deutch
as Director of Central Intelligence. The Senate’s
action is further affirmation of the outstanding
leadership and management skills John Deutch

will bring to the intelligence community and
the CIA. I have the greatest confidence that
he will bring a renewed sense of purpose, direc-
tion, and spirit to the CIA and the intelligence
community.

Remarks at a State Dinner in Moscow
May 9, 1995

President Yeltsin, President Mitterrand, Prime
Minister Major, Chancellor Kohl, Mr. Secretary-
General, ladies and gentlemen:

Tonight we gather to recall one victory and
the countless millions of sacrifices that produced
it. It is fitting for all of us that we recall that
day here in Russia, where virtually every family
had a loss to mourn and a hero to remember.

A crowded 50 years separates us today from
that moment. Yet it is still near in so many
ways, woven with the entire war into the living
memory of our civilization. Each of us has been
touched by that war, even those who were born
after its end.

World War II left us lessons, not for an
evening but for a lifetime. We would be remiss
not to mention two of them tonight. The first
is the extraordinary power of men and women
who joined together to fight for a just cause.
The heroism of those who confronted and de-
feated tyranny, the alliance of Soviets, British,
French, Chinese, Canadians, Yugoslavs, Poles,
Americans, and so many more will forever re-
mind people of the strength that is found in
common purpose.

It inspires us here today. One-time opponents
are now valued and trusting friends. And with
Russia’s turn to democracy, the alliance for free-
dom stands on the verge of great new possibility.
Together we can face vistas of promise which
separately we could never even imagine. And
together we can face the challenges to our hu-
manity in this age: terrorism, the proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction, and the contin-

ued lust for killing based on ethnic, religious,
or tribal differences.

As we look to new horizons in the new cen-
tury, let us remember also another lesson of
the Great War, the resilience of hope. Our na-
tions prevailed because they never lost hope.
It is the touchstone of our humanity.

Let us renew that hope tonight. And let us
remember the words of Olga Berggolts, the poet
of the awful siege of Leningrad. She said, ‘‘Again
from the black dust, from the place of death
and ashes, will arise the garden as before. So
it will be. I firmly believe in miracles.’’ The
resolve of her city, the perseverance of its peo-
ple in the face of unspeakable horror, gave her
that belief in miracles. Fortified by the wonders
we have seen in just the last 6 years, that belief
surely lives on with us today.

And so, ladies and gentlemen, I propose a
toast tonight to the heroism of 50 years ago;
to the honor of the Russian people and the
other Soviet peoples in the awful losses they
suffered and what they gave to us; and most
of all, to the hope that will carry us onward
to miraculous new days ahead.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:31 p.m. in the
Palace of Congresses at the Kremlin. In his re-
marks, he referred to United Nations Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
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Exchange With Reporters Following Discussions With President
Boris Yeltsin of Russia in Moscow
May 10, 1995

Q. Mr. President, have you reached any
agreements?

President Clinton. We’re not finished with our
conversations, and we’ll have a statement later.
We’re having a good meeting, and I would just
say again what I have said repeatedly—President
Yeltsin and I have worked hard for more than
2 years to improve the safety and security of
the people of Russia and the people of the
United States. We are dismantling nuclear weap-
ons at a more rapid rate than our treaties re-
quire. And we are working hard to improve the
securities of our people. And that’s what we’ve

been doing here this morning. We’ve had a very
good meeting, and we’ll have more to say about
the conversations we’ve had and will continue
to have when we do our press statement.

Q. [Inaudible]—solve—[inaudible]—prob-
lems—[inaudible]—any of the problems? Iran?

The President. No one will ever solve all the
problems, but—[inaudible].

NOTE. The exchange began at approximately
11:30 a.m. at the Kremlin. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

The President’s News Conference With President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
in Moscow
May 10, 1995

President Yeltsin. Mr. President, ladies and
gentlemen, journalists: This is the seventh meet-
ing of the Presidents of the U.S. and Russia.
This visit by Bill Clinton to Russia is of par-
ticular importance. The participation of such a
high guest in the 9th of May celebration is seen
by us as a tribute to the people killed in our
common struggle against fascism.

Before each Russian-U.S. summit, there is no
shortage of all kinds of speculations about Rus-
sian and U.S. contradictions. Sometimes they
even refer to crises in our relations. The results
of the Moscow talks have yet again denied these
speculations.

Of course, even after the summit, differences
to a number of issues have not disappeared.
The important thing is that we seek to address
these problems while maintaining a balance of
interests and without prejudice to each other’s
interests but, on the contrary, in assisting each
other.

The agenda of this meeting was very busy
and comprehensive. We addressed the key
issues of international life, issues which are of
top priority for both countries. I’m referring,
above all, to the evolution of the European secu-
rity structures, the START treaty and the ABM

Treaty, strengthening the nonproliferation re-
gime, economic cooperation, and terrorism.

It is of fundamental importance that the dis-
cussion which we had about the model for Eu-
ropean security proceed at taking into account
the new role of the Organization on Security
and Cooperation in Europe. Today, this organi-
zation is beginning to play a central role in
maintaining stability on the European Continent.

We exchanged views on NATO issues. Today
we better understand the interests and concerns
of each other, and yet we still don’t have an-
swers to a number of questions. Our positions
even remain unchanged.

I hope that our joint statement on matters
related to strengthening European security will
provide a starting point for further efforts be-
cause it provides for cooperation in the estab-
lishment of a single indivisible Europe looking
into the future.

A serious document has been agreed on the
problem of the ABM. We adopted a joint state-
ment on the nonproliferation of nuclear weap-
ons. I believe that that agreement will mark
a major contribution to the adoption at the New
York conference of a decision on an indefinite
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